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Summary of Activity/Lesson: Students complete a Webquest in the role of an investigative journalist doing research for an interview.

Activity:  

Students complete the following worksheet using the CORMP homepage.  They will learn more about the organization by navigating through the webpage and answering questions.  They are approaching the activity as an investigative journalist doing research for an interview with a member of CORMP staff.  They conclude by writing questions they would want to ask the team member based on their research.

Worksheet:
CORMP … what in the world is that?

Imagine you are a reporter for a famous scientific magazine that targets high-school students world-wide.  Your first assignment as an investigative journalist is to interview a member of CORMP…but wait…you don’t even know what that means.  I mean, is it even English?  In order to prepare for the interview, you decide to check out their website.  Follow the directions carefully so you can report your findings and complete your first assignment.

Go to www.cormp.org
What does CORMP stand for?

Click on “about us”

What are the four primary program missions of CORMP?
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What does IOOS stand for?

What is its relationship to CORMP?

Click on “research themes”

What is CORMP’s role concerning water quality?

Click on “CORMP DATA” and highlight/click on “cruises”

What are the present conditions for CFP3?

What are the present conditions for CFP7(pick 4 data types and record them)

When this was last updated)?

Find 3 universities and government programs that sponsor CORMP.

Click on “Archive Data” on the map on the home page

How many moorings does CORMP have marked on the map?

Return to the “research themes” portion of the website.
Describe CORMP’s view of fisheries.

Click on “about us”

What year did CORMP begin?

Click on “CORMP DATA” and highlight “Cape Fear River Discharge”

What do the two graphs at the bottom illustrate?

a) Over the last year which month had the lowest daily discharge?

b) The highest?

So far this month which day has had the highest daily discharge?

The daily average discharge is calculated by using data collected since what year?

Ok!  You feel like you might be ready to interview your CORMP employee.  Look through the website and choose a person you find interesting.  Using the space below and referring to the website, write 10 thoughtful questions to ask during your interview.

Name of employee:

Questions:

Disclaimer:  These lesson plans were compiled, edited, written, and/or prepared by Erin Spruill, UNCW Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring Program (CORMP). CORMP is a NOAA grant funded program, located at the UNCW Center for Marine Science, Wilmington, NC.  Feel free to update or adapt the existing lesson plans to fit your needs.  We ask that you credit the authors and editors of these activities.  In addition, please contact us with new methods and activities you implement in the classroom.  Continual collaboration and revision will allow us to provide educators with the most useful and current resources for classroom use.  Thank you.
