Subject: Integrating Science and English

Lesson Topic: Scientific Poetry

Author: Jeff Marshall

Grade Level: 5-12

Summary of Activity/Lesson:  Students use information learned from class or personal research to create poetry in several formats.

Activity: 

Poetry is for the Fishes

Use your classroom to bring in other subjects students may be taking.  Here are a few ways to prompt students to demonstrate their scientific knowledge and their writing skills.

 a) Fish Diamonte:  this is a poem with 7 lines that explains different fish facts. This is a great way to check for understanding of different kinds of information. 
Line 1 is a single word: a noun.

Line 2 is made up of 2 word adjectives.  

Line 3 has 3 verbs with “ing”

Line 4 has 4 nouns listed.  

Line 5 shows 3 verbs, again, ending in “ing”.  

Line 6 consists of 2 adjectives while line 7 lists 1 noun.

EXAMPLE

Trout

Long, fierce

Hunting, chasing, swimming

Stripes, schools, fins, fishermen

Speeding, biting, catching, mating

Beautiful, strong

Trout

Now do one for: Flounder, crab, shrimp, etc.

b) Acrostics:    design a special puzzle using the letters of the organism to make a study guide highlighting the important information the students should remember.  

 Example:

      F-ish

      I-cky

      S-limy

     H-elp!
c) Syntu is a special kind of short poem that is written about a natural feature of the Earth.  Writing a syntu is a way of describing your feelings about a subject.  

A SYNTU has five lines, written according to these rules:

Line 1:  One word only—the name of the natural feature you select

Line 2:  An observation about Line 1, using only one of your senses (sight, touch, hearing, taste, or smell)

Line 3:  A thought, feeling, or evaluation about Line 1

Line 4:  Another observation about Line 1

Line 5:  A one-word meaning for Line 1

Here are two good examples:

MOUNTAIN

JAGGED, TOWERING

MAJESTIC

ECHOES THROUGH THE VALLEYS

PEAKS

STREAM

RIPPLING, FLOWING WATER

LIFE-GIVING

COOL AND REFRESHING

RIVER

Disclaimer:  These lesson plans were compiled, edited, written, and/or prepared by Erin Spruill, UNCW Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring Program (CORMP). CORMP is a NOAA grant funded program, located at the UNCW Center for Marine Science, Wilmington, NC.  Feel free to update or adapt the existing lesson plans to fit your needs.  We ask that you credit the authors and editors of these activities.  In addition, please contact us with new methods and activities you implement in the classroom.  Continual collaboration and revision will allow us to provide educators with the most useful and current resources for classroom use.  Thank you.

