Subject: Homemade science tools


Lesson Topic: Rain gauge

Author: Erin Spruill

Grade Level: 5-12

Summary of Activity/Lesson: Students build a rain gauge for use in classroom observation

Activity:

Rain Gauge
Materials:

Ruler (cm)

Tape

Clear plastic/glass jars with straight edges

Good clear spot to collect rain


Procedure:

1) Clean jars and dry them completely

2) Tape the ruler to the top of the jar with the measurements facing the closest side.

3) Place the jars in a clear unobstructed location to collect rain

4) Record the water level each day to track rainfall over a given period.

Application:

1) Students can study weather patterns

2) Students can use rain data to study environmental data of surrounding area (turbidity, salinity, etc.)

Disclaimer:  These lesson plans were compiled, edited, written, and/or prepared by Erin Spruill, UNCW Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring Program (CORMP). CORMP is a NOAA grant funded program, located at the UNCW Center for Marine Science, Wilmington, NC.  Feel free to update or adapt the existing lesson plans to fit your needs.  We ask that you credit the authors and editors of these activities.  In addition, please contact us with new methods and activities you implement in the classroom.  Continual collaboration and revision will allow us to provide educators with the most useful and current resources for classroom use.  Thank you.

