American Eel
Anguilla rostrata










Larval/Juvenile Stages


Adult Stage

Description: Head rather long; eyes small and placed well forward on head. Lips thick. Caudal vertebrae without transverse processes. Premaxillae not developed as distinct elements in adults. Frontal bones paired, not grown together. Pectoral girdle with 7 to 9 (up to 11 in the young) radial elements. 
Habitat: demersal; catadromous (Ref. 51243); freshwater; brackish; marine ; depth range - 0 m
Diet: Feeds on larvae of Ephemeroptera, Odonata, Plecoptera, Coleoptera, Trichoptera, and Lepidoptera, as well as gastropods, oligochaetes, amphipods, isopods, mysids, and fish from the families Percidae, Cyprinidae, Ictaluridae, Catostomidae and Anguillidae
Max. Size:  152 cm TL (male/unsexed; Ref. 26938); 120.0 cm TL (female); max. published weight: 7,330 g (Ref. 4699); max. reported age: 43 years
Distribution: America: Greenland south along the Atlantic coast of Canada and the USA to Panama, and throughout much of the West Indies south to Trinidad
Human Importance/Fun Facts:  fisheries: commercial; aquaculture: commercial; gamefish: aquarium: public aquariums
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