Atlantic needlefish 

Strongylura Marina
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Larval/Juvenile Stages


Adult Stage

Description: Long and slender needle-like fish with a white underside and a grayish dark top. It has a large eye with black pigment extending behind middle of eye. 14-17 dorsal soft rays, 16-20 anal soft rays

Habitat: Inhabits coastal areas and mangrove lined-lagoons. Enters freshwater, and stays above 1 meter deep near reef areas. Lives in subtropical latitudes. 
Diet: Eats zooplankton and benthos.

Max. Size:  111 cm
Distribution: Western Atlantic: Maine, USA and northern Gulf of Mexico to Brazil, except from the Bahamas and Antilles.
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Human Importance/Fun Facts:  

Only the right gonad is developed.

Eggs may be found attached to objects in the water by tendrils on the eggs surface.
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