Sheepshead Minnow
Cyprindon variegatus
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Larval/Juvenile Stages 




Adult Stage

Description: Males and females are olive dorsally with pale yellow belly, dusky dorsal fin, and pale orange pectoral, ventral, and anal fins. The young of both sexes are barred with black slanting stripes.  This fish is odd in the way that its dorsal fin is entirely before the anal tract, instead of past or on it. It has a square tail fin and large pectoral fins
Habitat:  Lives in salt or brackish water, during the high tides the Sheepshead may venture deeper into the marsh to feed.
  
Diet: The Sheepshead Minnow feed on small invertebrates, vegetables and is even known to kill fishes larger than itself, making repeated attacks with its sharp teeth and finally devouring its victim.
Max. Size:  3 inches
Distribution: Atlantic coast of the United States from Cape Cod to Mexico
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Human Importance/Fun Facts:  
· The fish are sometimes stranded in the marshes as the tide recedes and must wait for another high tide to exit the marsh.

· This fish is of no commercial importance, but is sometimes used for bait because of its hardiness.
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