Useful Websites for Educators
Anomalies of Water (http://www.lsbu.ac.uk/water/anmlies.html)

Ever tried to explain to your students why water is so amazing?  This website provides 41 strange facts about water as well as providing detailed explanation of each phenomenon.  

Big Animals Photography Expeditions (http://www.biganimals.com/)
Their mission statement “Our goal is to see, photograph, and interact with the most imposing inhabitants of the animal kingdom, and to observe special behavior such as predation, migration, nursing, and parenting.”  You are provided with tons of great graphics of those animals your class is sure to be interested.  
Bill Nye the Science Guy (http://billnye.com/)

User-friendly website that provides short introductory activities in several science disciplines.  Students can learn more about a popular scientific television persona and his educational and business accomplishments.
The Bridge (http://www.vims.edu/bridge/)
Education website under NC Seagrant.  They provide many lesson plans that include references, PDF worksheet and instruction files, helpful websites, professional development, and other information important to research and scientific information.  

Caro-COOPS Homepage (http://www.carocoops.org)

Partnership among UNCW, NCSU, and USC that monitors off-shore conditions.
Cool class room Homepage (www.coolclassroom.org)

The Coastal Ocean Observatory Laboratory room is where a group of scientists are collaborating to develop a three-dimensional understanding of the ocean over time. This online version of the operation allows students to take part in research conducted off the New Jersey coast.  The data is real time so that the students can monitor the ocean themselves.  

CORMP Homepage (http://www.cormp.org)

Provides real-time oceanographic data about the Wilmington coast.  Will have lesson plans and activities within the year.

Education World (http://www.educationworld.com/index.shtml)

Features lesson plans, school administrative issues, professional development, technology information, and ratings of other websites and resources. 
Environmental Distance Learning (http://www.edlonline.org/)

Students can use this website to manipulate real time data about salinity, temperature, wind, etc. to study trends, storm events, etc.  Site provides satellite images, GIS, graphing capability, and even a wildlife study.  This site is great for designing web quests, student research, or even classroom discussion of scientific careers.

EPA UV Index (http://www.epa.gov/sunwise/uvindex.html)

Students can find out the current UV index for any area by town and zip code.  Also provide information about how the UV index is calculated.  Once a value is typed in and the UV index is found, students can see the chart that outlines what all the UV values mean – helpful resource for weather tracking.  
Extreme Science (http://www.extremescience.com/)

This website presents extreme situations in many branches of science.  The portion on oceanography concerns the creatures of the deep and the equipment we use to explore the deep ocean.  
FOSS Web (http://www.fossweb.com/)
Inquiry based science curriculum for grades K-8.  Each lesson has references, websites, course summary, lab notebook, integration of plants and animals if applicable, and requirement needed for running each lesson.  A downloadable teacher’s guide is available for each lesson making its implementation subject to the teacher’s discretion.   

Junk Science (http://www.junkscience.com/)

Information about global warming and Kyoto Protocol.  There are articles, press releases, thermometer, and data concerning global warming.  

Kinetic City (http://www.kineticcity.com/)

Designed for a younger crowd, however the games are brightly colored and unique and may be a good break for even high school students.  There are resources for educators available to go along with the topics that students learn: environmental issues, anatomy, adaptation and evolution, and diversity of life

Mad Sci Network (http://www.madsci.org/)

Designed to bring students into direct contact with scientists from around the world.  They also feature a list of edible and inedible lab activities and a visible human virtual tour.  Their “Mad library” is also available to provide resources for further scientific research.

MODIS Satellite Image Gallery (http://rapidfire.sci.gsfc.nasa.gov/gallery/)

Up to date satellite imagery of international locations.  Helpful for pictures of hurricanes, algal blooms, fires, etc. 

National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) (http://www.nsta.org/)

Homepage for NSTA.  They have several publications for educators that are available online with subscription.  They have many resources targeted for any science teacher up to the college level.  Lesson plans, website information, legislative announcements, and professional development are made available on this website.  

National Data Buoy Center Homepage (http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov)

NDBC is part of the National Weather Service and funded by NOAA.  They collect data from around the world that is accessible via the web.  There is also the dial-a-buoy program that allows individuals to physically call the buoy for a reading. 

NOAA Coast Watch (http://coastwatch.noaa.gov/)

Their mission is to process satellite data and provide oceanographic products to Federal, State and local marine scientists, coastal resource managers, and the general public. Data are processed near real-time, therefore are usually only a few hours old. 
North Carolina Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS) (http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/) The standard course of study is part of most every teacher’s career.  This website can be used as a tool to line up lesson plans to make with justification against the standards.  Teachers can even learn about standards in order to design lesson plans using CORMP data and research topics.  
Oceanview (http://www.ssec.wisc.edu/data/sst/latest_sst.gif)
Satellite imagery of sea surface temperature.  Up to date with a one day delay.

River View (http://www.uncw.edu/riverview/)

Website offers real time data for Onslow Bay and the Cape Fear River Plume about many physical and biological parameters.  The graphs allow students to study water bodies in their area and see real world effects of concepts they study in the classroom.  This website is also able to be manipulated for parameters, display, and time.  Graphs are generated by the program and let students visually see the raw data available.  

SABSOON Fish Watch (http://fishwatch.dnr.sc.gov/)

Science Made Simple (http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/)

This website presents helpful information for science fairs and class projects.  There are free resources as well as books and other guides available for purchase.  The information is formatted for younger children and their parents.  Each project gives background content information as well as a section of reading designated for the student.  This site would be great information to pass along to parents and students that are stumped on the science fair.

Science of the Deep (http://science.discovery.com/convergence/deep/deep.html)

This site is part of the Science Channel.  It is specifically designated for oceanography.  There are links to currents issues, information about technology, and stories about new television programs.  

The Science Spot (http://sciencespot.net/)
Provides lesson plans, activities, icebreakers, puzzles, nature activities, and more for each science subject.  The best feature is that is provides downloadable worksheets and handouts for its activities.  
SEACOOS Homepage (http://seacoos.org)

Off-shore data for classroom.  Classroom page has interactive activities about hurricanes, fish, waves, and technology.
Seagrant (http://www.ncseagrant.org)
Homepage of an inter-university program that provides grant monies for research within the 16 NC public universities.  Current research topics can be avenues for class projects and real world examples to incorporate into the classroom.

Smithsonian Education (http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/)
Provides lesson plans, field trip ideas, and general information about almost any subject.  Teachers can choose grade level, topic, information type, and even search by keyword for supplemental material for the classroom.
Taskstream (http://www.taskstream.com)
Subscription based website that allows educators to prepare electronic lesson plans.  User is able to upload PowerPoint and word document attachments that accompany lessons.  Standards are made available to include with each lesson plan.  Lessons are able to be printed, published, and shared among users for review.  

U.S. Dept of Education (http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml)

The headlining website for the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) program.  Each page gives helpful background and policy information for this legislative program.  Also there are specific links for students, teachers, parents, and administrators.  They present information about every curriculum to show the relationship of NCLB in that particular area.

The Visions of Science (http://www.visions-of-science.co.uk/index.html)

Really awesome website that shows microscopic photographs highlighting the beauty and art in science.  The images would make good posters, clip art, or aside if photos pertain to the classroom.  Also this may be a great project to get students from both the art and science department involved with as a class/group project.
